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commissioner (I85i> of the Punjab, and in
1857 he perhaps did more than any other
man to hold the province. As brigadier-
general, on September 14 he led the storming
party at the siege of Delhi, and fell mortally
wounded. See Lives by Captain Trotter
(1897) and H. Pearson (1939).

(3)   Joseph   Shield   (1850-1927),   English
economist,   was    born    at    Wrawby    near
Brigg and In   1880-1925  was professor  of
Political Economy at Edinburgh.   He wrote
on   Money   (1888),   Principles   of Political
Economy   (3   vols.. 1893-1901),   and   other
works  on  economics  advocating the Ideas
of Adam Smith.    See Life by W. R. Scott
(1928).

(4)   Setfa   Barnes   (1891-       ),   American
astronomer, born at Springfield, 111., is noted
as the discoverer of the 9th, 10th and llth
satellites of Jupiter.

(5) William (1753-1815), English physicist,
waterworks  engineer  for  Portsmouth  and
Gosport,  invented the  hydrometer named
after him, and also a machine for printing
on linen.    With^ Carlisle he constructed the
first voltaic pile In England, and in so doing
discovered that water could be dissociated
by electricity.   He compiled a Dictionary of
Practical and Theoretical Chemistry (1808).

(6)  William (1781-1844), Scottish portrait-
painter and etcher, born in  Ovingham-on-
Tyne, about 1814 settled in Edinburgh, was
the  first  secretary   of  the   Royal   Scottish
Academy, and was noted for his portraits of
Sir Walter Scott and other notable contem-
poraries.

(7)  William (1816-64),  Australian states-
man, born near Whitehaven, emigrated as a
grocer to Melbourne in 1841, became mayor
1850, and premier of Victoria 1859.   He got
the ballot adopted in 1855.

(8) Sir William Newzara Prior (1872-1949),
English artist father of (1), born at Newark,
studied  in   Paris   and   was   influenced   by
Whistler and  Manet.    Later he became a
fashionable   portrait   painter,   but   he   is
principally   remembered    for    the   posters
produced   (with  his  brother-in-law,   James
Pryde) under the name of J. and W* Beggar-
staff, for his woodcut book illustrations, and
for his glowing still-life (e.g. the Mushrooms
In the Tate Gallery).    He was knighted in
1936.   See the studies by M. Steen (1943) and
L. Browse (1956); also a Life of J. Pryde by
D. Hudson (1949).

NICIAS (d. 413 B.C.), Athenian statesman and
general, belonged to the aristocratic party,
and opposed Cleon and Alcibiades. In
427-426 B.C. he defeated the Spartans and
the Corinthians. In 424 he ravaged Laconia,
but in 421 made peace between Sparta and
Athens. In the naval expedition against
Sicily (418) he vyas one of the commanders.
In 415 he laid siege to Syracuse, and was at
first successful, but subsequently experienced
a series of disasters; his troops were forced
to surrender, and he was put to death. See
Plutarch's Life of Nikias (ed. by H. A.
Holden, 1S87).

NICOL, (1) Ersklne (1825-1904), Scottish
painter, was born at Leith, lived in
Dublin 1843-46, and settled in London in
1862. He wTas R.S.A. and A.R.A. and

painted homely incidents in Irish and
Scottish life.
(2) William (c. 1744-97J, Scottish school-
master, a classical master in the High School
of Edinburgh, was the too convivial intimate
of Robert Burns.
NICOLAI, (1) Cfaristopii Friedrich (1733-
1811), German author, bookseller < and
publisher, born at Berlin, early distin-
guished himself by a series of critical letters
(1756) contributed to many literary journals,
and for many years edited the Aiigemeine
deutsche Bibliothek (106 vols. 1765-92). He
wrote topographical works, satires, anecdotes
of Frederick the Great, and an autobiography
(recording strange apparitions and hallucina"-
tions of his own;. See studies by M. Somrner-
feld (Halle 1921), W. Strauss (Stuttgart
1927).
(2) Otto (1810-49), German composer,
born at Komgsberg, in 1847 became Kapell-
meister at Berlin, where his opera The Merry
Wives of Windsor was produced just before
he died. See Life by G. R. Kruse (Berlin
1911).
NICOLAS, Sir Nicholas Harris (1799-1848),
English antiquary, born at Dartmouth,
served in the navy 1808-16, and was called
to the bar in 1825. He de\oted himself
chiefly to genealogical and historical studies,
as in his History of British Orders of Knight-
hood (1841 -42), Svnopsis of the Peerage
(1825), &c. '
NICOLAUS OF CUSA (1401-64), Roman
Catholic prelate and philosopher, born at
Cusa or Kues on the Moselle, studied at
Deventer and at Padua. As archdeacon of
Liege he took a prominent part in the Council
of Basel, Insisting In De Concordantia
Catholica that the pope was subordinate to
Councils; but ultimately he sided with the
pope, and was made cardinal. As papal
legate he visited Constantinople to promote
the union of the Eastern and Western
churches. He exposed the false Isidorian
decretals, was In advance of his time in
science, denounced perverted scholasticism
in De Docta Ignorantia and taught that the
earth went round the sun. See German
monographs by Dux (1848), Scharpff (1871)
and Glossner (1891).
NICOLE, Pierre (1625-95), French Jansenist,
born at Chartres, was one of the most
distinguished of the Port Royalists, the friend
of Amauld and Pascal, and author of Essais
de morale (1671 et seq}. See works by
E. Thouverex (Paris 1926) and Le Breton-
Grandmaison (Paris 1945). See JANSEN.
NICOLJNI.   See PATTI (1).
NICOLL, Sir William Robertson (1851-1923),
Scottish man of letters, w-as born at the
Free Church manse of Lumsden, studied at
Aberdeen, was Free Church minister at
Dufftown 1874-77 and Keiso 1877-85. He
then addressed himself to literary work in
London, becoming editor of the Expositor,
the British Weekly (1886) and the Bookman.
He wrote books on theology and literature,
and was knighted in 1909. See Life by T. H.
Darlow (1925).
NICOLLE, Charles Jules Henri (1866-1936),
French physician and bacteriologist, a pupil
of Pasteur, was director of the Pasteur